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whales, and crocodiles, and all the little fishes that
they begged the Queen of the Sea to rise to the
surface and find out whom she had offended. So
the beautiful Spirit of the Sea arose and rebuked
Rama for his anger and impatience. The warrior
then questioned her as to the possibility of building
a bridge to Lanka, but she said that this would not
be permitted. " But build a mole across the water,"
she said, " and I will give your army safe passage to
Ravana's realm."

Then a hundred thousand Monkeys leapt into the
water laden with shrubs and stones, and they made a
solid path to Lanka, while the Queen of the Sea
prevented the sharks and crocodiles and other
monsters from interfering with the work. ^

IX

It was night, and Ravana stood alone upon the
ramparts of the pleasant town of Lanka. They had
told him that his foes would make a pathway through
the trackless sea and he had laughed, but iiow that he
was alone with Night he knew that his hour had
come, and looking out across the dark waters he saw
the creeping army approaching nearer and nearer to
his shores. No sound was heard while the strange
warriors arranged themselves in troops and squadrons
by the margin of the silent sea.

Then Ravana left the ramparts.

As soon as morning dawned he went to the grove
where Sita was kept a prisoner by her guard of